Sudden unexpected death due to undiagnosed glioblastoma: report of three cases and review of the literature.
Although glioblastomas are among the most common primary cerebral neoplasms, sudden death due to these tumors is an uncommon event. Due to the usual rapid increase in intracranial pressure, patients develop symptoms rather early, leading to medical attention in time. A search for cases of sudden unexpected death due to undiagnosed glioblastoma from a total of 14,482 cases from the archives of the Institute of Legal Medicine in Hamburg in the period of 1991-2003 revealed only one such case. Out of a total of 5,432 cases from the Institute of Neuropathology, Hamburg, during the same period, two further cases were found. A comprehensive literature review on cases of sudden death due to primary cerebral neoplasms published so far revealed a total of 83 cases with only ten cases of glioblastoma (12%), whereas 55 of these cases were due to histological benign tumors (66%).